
How to use I2P in qBittorrent 

 

In this tutorial we will learn how to use qBittorrent 

I2P to download/upload torrents on both the Clearnet 

as well as the I2P network. 

 

 

What is I2P network? 

 

Nothing is better than the horse’s mouth itself – 

 

https://github.com/i2p/i2p.i2p 

https://geti2p.net/en/ 

https://github.com/PurpleI2P/i2pd 

https://i2pd.website/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I2P 

https://www.reddit.com/r/i2p/ 

 

I2P has two main implementations  

1) JAVA  

2) C++ 

Links of both have been aforementioned. 

 

https://github.com/i2p/i2p.i2p
https://geti2p.net/en/
https://github.com/PurpleI2P/i2pd
https://i2pd.website/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I2P
https://www.reddit.com/r/i2p/


Why i2p network in torrenting? 

1. Full anonymity & privacy when torrenting. 

 

2. No IP address gets leaked. Because I2P has its 

own encrypted address & looks like this – 

 
 

3. NAT Transversal & Hole Punching 

 

4. I can add more, but to be frank, these are enough 

for more than 90% of torrent users. 

 

 

 

 



Difference between I2P-Only & Mixed Mode – 

 

I2P-Only mode means that Torrents can only be 

uploaded or downloaded with the support of I2P 

network. 

1) Trackers that support I2P Network (I will list 

them later) 

2) DHT, PEX that supports I2P network. 

 

Mixed Mode means that Torrents can be uploaded or 

downloaded on the Clearnet as well as I2P network 

simultaneously. This process is also called Bridging 

or Network Mixing. 

 

 

–  

 

1)   Download & install qBittorrent v4.6.0alpha1 

which is available for Windows, Mac & Linux – 

https://www.qbittorrent.org/download   

https://www.qbittorrent.org/download


 

2)   Download I2P – java or c++ - it’s your choice, 

links aforementioned. 

 

3)   Install & Setup your I2P software.  

 

4)   After setting up i2p you will need to setup 

I2P SAM ports for torrenting. 

 

5)   If you are using C++ implementation of I2P. 

 

6)   For that, you need to go to i2pd.conf and 

which can be found in %appdata% >> roaming >> 

i2pd OR wherever your computer has stored it 

(mine is Windows), different OS can have 

different folder structure but the file name 

remains the same >> “i2pd.conf”. 

 

7)   Since, our main motivation is to Configure 

I2P network for torrenting and nothing else – we 

shall configure I2P for only torrenting. 

 

8)   Now, in the following group of screenshots 

below, I will provide the settings you have to do 

in i2pd.conf  file for using I2P in qBittorrent. 

 

9)   . 

 

Bandwidth = speed dedicated to I2P network 

 



Share Ratio = how much bandwidth you want to 

share from the alloted. 

 

10)  Both of these specifications can be adjusted 

accordingly as per user’s preference. 

 

I have listed what I prefer – which is P, i.e., 2048 

KBps & 100% of what I alloted I share. 

   
 



11)  Second screenshot  

 
 

 



12) Third screenshot 

 
 



13)  Fourth screenshot 

 
 

14)  Note down the SAM Bridge keys – which are 

as shown in screenshot – 127.0.0.1 & 7656. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15)  Tunnels. Here, you can adjust the I2P 

tunnels quantity & hops (length), that you wish 

based on your threat perception. I have used the 

Default setup – You can change it according to 

your liking. 

 

 
 

16) Now, save everything and start I2PD. 

 

17) To run I2PD, click on i2pd icon 

 
18) Click on the upward arrow in the taskbar. 

And then right click on the I2PD icon.

 
 



19) Click on Open console and let it run for some 

time so that i2p can create connections & 

integrate itself into the I2P network. As shown 

below 

 
 

20)  –  

(i) Your network status has to be either 

FIREWALLED or OK to use I2P network 

(ii) If you are using I2P for the very first time, 

then let it run for at least 30 minutes before you 

start torrenting. This is done so that the network 

can integrate itself to your router. 

(iii) Tunnel creation success rate should be 10% 

or above to seamlessly use I2P 

 

21)  Open qBittorrent v4.6.0alpha1. 



 

22)  Go to settings >> Connections. Checkmark 

I2P & Mixed mode & fill out the SAM ports as 

shown in the screenshot. 

 
 

23) Apply and save it. 

 

24) Now, download a torrent. 

 

25) Add the following I2P trackers to the torrent 

which I will add as a txt file in the torrent. 

 

 

 



26) Your torrent should look like this – in Mixed 

Mode. 

Here, you can see the Clearnet IP as well as I2P 

address. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



27) For, I2P Only Mode – your torrent should 

look like this 

 

 

Why do we need to add I2P specific trackers when 

using qBittorrent v4.6.0alpha1? 

 

Simply, because at the moment, libtorrent has not 

implemented I2P DHT & I2P PeX. 

The moment they do it, it will be easier to implement 

it in qBittorrent (as it is based on libtorrent). 

You can read further here, if you want to - 

https://github.com/arvidn/libtorrent/issues/7408 

 

https://github.com/arvidn/libtorrent/issues/7408


Now, let us move onto I2P JAVA implementation 

settings. 

 

Almost, Same procedure as above –  

 

1) Download JAVA i2p from link aforementioned. 

2) Install and set it up. 

3) Go to settings >> Clients  

 
4) Checkmark SAM  

5) Note down SAM keys 

6) Save configuration. 

7) Click on Tunnels. Set it up according to your 

needs. 

 
8) Save configuration. 



9) Insert SAM keys in qBittorrent as shown above 

and You are done. 

 

Hope you will find it educational. 

I2P torrenting rocks       

 

 

 

 

 

 


